
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FOUNDER’S CORNER 
New Director, Lives Lost, and a Family 
Reunion in ‘23 
 
This newsletter reports changes to your 
RFF Board of Directors: the election of a 
new director and the deaths of two others. 
Each of these lives tells about a cousin 
whom you probably would not have 
known.  The common thread to these 
stories is a love of family demonstrated in 
many different ways among a richly 
diverse group, all cousins whom you 
would have been proud to know. 
 
Our new director, Nancy Keith Wheaton, 
is welcomed with enthusiasm because of 
her achievements and her passion for and 
knowledge of genealogy, especially of the 
Rudisill family.   
 
One director who has died has been 
written about several times in these 
newsletters: Thyra Elizabeth McCary 
Smith. She wrote an interesting story 
about her ancestor who fought in the Civil 
War that we published, and I wrote a story 
about a trip we took together across 
northeast Texas to visit places where she 
had lived.  In our last newsletter [No 23, 
December 2021], I wrote a summary of 
her life with her picture and her wonderful 
smile. 
 
The other deceased director, Jack 
Rudisail, has not been written about 
before but he appeared in the group 
photograph with the story about the family 
trip in May, 1995, to Germany, Austria 
and especially to Sax, Switzerland [No .6, 
December 2006.] That picture is 
reproduced again here in the article about 
another dear deceased cousin, June Knight 
Shassere, who was also in that picture, 
along with me and Nancy Wheaton and 
others.   
 
There may be a hidden story in all of these 
stories:  The importance of attending a 
family reunion! You never know what you  

might learn about your family and whom 
you might meet, a cousin who well might 
become a life-long friend. 
 
So, we are very glad to announce that our 
next RFF Family Reunion, long 
postponed, will be held next spring in New 
Harmony, IN. It is such a special place, 
peaceful and spiritual, and we have 
cousins who live in nearby Evansville who 
have family stories to share with us. Please 
read the reunion article for details, circle 
your calendar for May 19 and 20, and plan 
to join us!  You will love it!  
 
Meanwhile, I wish everyone a Joyous and 
Happy Holiday Season!  Please stay well 
and in touch! 
 
Your cousin, 
H. Clifford Rudisill    
 

 

 
 
RUDISILL FAMILY REUNION:   
May 19 and 20, 2023 
 

After being postponed twice because of 
the Covid virus, we are pleased to report 
that we have planned our next Rudisill 
Family Reunion to be held in New 
Harmony, Indiana, on Friday and 
Saturday, May 19 and 20, 2023, leaving 
on Sunday morning, May 21.  The weather 
should be perfect with the smell of spring 
in the air and daffodils in bloom. 
(continued on page 3) 

 

WELCOME to the RFF BOARD: 
Nancy Keith Wheaton 
 
Nancy Keith was born in DeLand, Florida, 
and grew up in Tallahassee.  For her 
freshman year, she attended Mars Hill 
College near Asheville, NC, but then 
transferred to Florida State University. 
She also worked at Radio Station WTNT 
in Tallahassee where she met her future 
husband, Tom Wheaton. They were 
married in 1963 and had two children, 
Tom and Anne. She has three 
granddaughters, Sarah, a college 
sophomore; Kylie, a high school senior; 
and Kaitlyn, a high school freshman. 
Because of his work with the Veterans 
Administration, Tom and Nancy lived in 
different parts of the USA:  Perry Point, 
MD; Pittsburgh, PA; Danville, IL; 
Dayton, OH; Washington, DC; Manassas,  

 
VA; Charleston, SC; Hot Springs SD; 
White River Junction, VT, and Lake City, 
FL.  Tom retired in 1994 and joined Nancy 
on the Rudisill Tour in 1995 to Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland. He died in 1999.  
 
 

Nancy is an expert genealogist and is very 
active in many organizations:  The DAR, 
Colonial Dames of the 17th Century, 
Daughters of the American Colonists, U. 
S. Daughters of 1812, Southern Dames, 
and United Daughters of 
(continued on page 2) 
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Welcme to the RFF Board: 
Nancy Keith Wheaton  
(continued) 
 
the Confederacy.  She is an officer in all 
but one.   She is descended from the 
Rudisill family on her mother’s paternal 
line.  Her mother, Elizabeth Stover (1915-
2004) was the daughter of Dr. Irving C. 
Stover whose mother was Nancy Menges 
(1851-1923), whose mother was 
Elizabeth Rudisill (1822-1892), who 
married John Menges (1799-1871).  Many 
of Nancy’s ancestors lived in York 
County, PA, where most of our Rudisill 
family once lived, and many still do.  
 

 
 

Left to Right, June Shaserre, Jack Rudisail, 
Ted Rudisill, Walter Rudisuli, Nancy Wheaton, 
Clifford Rudisill, Pastor Fred Weiser. 
 
Clifford and Nancy first met on the 
famous 1995 trip to Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, the highlight of which was 
visiting Sax, Switzerland, where they met 
Lotti and Walter Rudisuli, a direct 
descendant of Hans Rudisuli, our 
progenitor. Walter wrote a history of Sax, 
“Sax and the Hohensax Family,” which 
Clifford had translated from German and 
printed in an abridged version in 
Relations, No. 6, December, 2006.  
 
Cliff and Nancy have crossed paths at 
many Rudisill family reunions since that 
European trip and have become good 
friends. The Board is very proud of our 
cousin’s many achievements and is so 
pleased she has joined us!  Welcome 
aBoard, Nancy! 
 
 

JACK LEON RUDISAIL:  
10 December 1956-24 February 2022 
By Nancy K. Wheaton 
 
Jack was larger than life in all aspects.  He 
was a loyal supporter of the Rudisill 
Family Foundation and was a longtime 
member of the Board.  He would always 
appear at family reunions in his white tee- 

 
shirt, frequently custom printed with 
various spellings of the Rudisill name (of 
which his was one of the rare ones) or 
often with the place and dates of the 
reunion.  He never failed to send his 
cousins a card to celebrate their birthday, 
a reflection of his endearing personality. 
 
I met Jack and his mother, Ada, at the 
1995 Rudisill tour of Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland.  We gathered at Dulles 
International Airport outside Washington, 
DC, as a group of fourteen Rudisills who 
did not know anyone other than Ted 
Rudisill who, with Pastor Fred Weiser, 
organized the tour.  Ted had researched 
the family in America but did not know 
much about our ancestors in Europe.  A 
stroke of good luck was when a Rudisill 
relative in PA told Ted about Fred Weiser, 
a Lutheran pastor whose grandmother was 
a Rudisill. Fred spoke fluent German and 
had visited Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland frequently. He had researched 
the family back to Hans Rudisuli (1643-
1723), our progenitor who was born in 
Sax, Canton St. Gallen, Switzerland and 
died in Michelfeld, Germany.  
 
The result of their meeting was (1) Ted’s 
book The Rudisill Genealogy published 
late in 1995, with chapters on “Our Swiss 
Beginning” and “The German 
Descendants of Hans Rudisuli, Our 
Progenitor,” and (2) our tour to Europe in 
May of that year to trace many places 
where our ancestors had lived. Fred was 
our guide, and Ted and his wife Marina 
each drove a van holding half of our 
group.   
 
Sax was one of the highlights and we even 
met Walter Rudisuli (and his wife) who 
lived in Sax and was directly related to us. 
Walter was retired and had written a 
history of Sax, the location of the oldest 
known home of the Rudisuli clan. 
 
Jack was born and grew up in Etowah, 
NC, not far from Hendersonville.  He was 
a graduate of Appalachian State 
University in Boone, NC, and majored in 
finance and business.  He became an 
auditor of Federal Commercial Banks and 
his career took him to live in Jacksonville, 
TX, and to audit banks throughout East 
Texas. He took early retirement because 
of health reasons, returned to his native 
NC and lived with his mother on the 
family farm in Etowah until she died and  
 
 

then continued to live there alone for the 
rest of his life.  
 
Jack had a passion for genealogy and 
helped Ted write his book as it pertained 
to the Rudisails in NC. (Jack’s 
information is on page 97.)  He is survived 
by his sister Phyllis R. FitzSimons, his 
niece Allison Finley, a nephew Patrick 
FitzSimons, two great-nieces Clara Finlay 
and Ada FitzSimons, and one great-
nephew Declan Finlay.        

 
The photograph with this article was taken 
on 30 May 1995 as some of our cousins 
boarded a boat to tour the opulent 
Herrenchiemsee Palace that was built on 
an island by King Ludwig II of Barvaria in 
1878, and quickly became known as “the 
Barvarian Versailles.” The people in the 
boat, left to right, are:  Clifford Rudisill, 
Jack Rudisail, Dr. Charles Goodpasture, 
Ada Rudisail, Ray Wilson, and Joyce 
Rudisill. Of that tour, only Clifford, Ray 
and myself (I was in another boat) are still 
living.  What wonderful memories!  
 

Your Donation is Important!  
 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR DUES 
TODAY! 
 
A friendly reminder that your annual 
donation of just $10 helps us to produce 
these newsletters.  The Mission of the 
Foundation is to preserve our family 
history and to make it known to our 
future generations.  Ted Rudisill said we 
put “faces to genealogical facts.” In 
every issue we paint pictures of cousins 
whom you otherwise would not know.  
 
And remember every donation above 
$10 is tax deductible as we are officially 
a 501.c.3 charitable corporation. 
PLEASE HELP! 
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Rudisill Family Reunion   
(continued from page 1) 
 
After getting checked in and settled in 
your room at the wonderful New Harmony 
Inn, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. for an 
orientation that will include talks by 
Rudisill cousins who live in Evansville, 
with time to “meet and greet.”  Dinner will 
be on your own at the Inn or at one of the 
nearby restaurants. At 8:30 that evening, 
we will reconvene for a guided walking 
tour highlighting the gardens in New 
Harmony. (This event is free but 
donations are encouraged.) 
 
On Saturday morning after you have 
enjoyed breakfast on your own, we will 
meet at 10:00 at the Visitors’ Center for a 
brief lecture, watch a video about the 
history of New Harmony, and have a two-
hour guided walking tour of the village.  
Lunch is on your own, and the afternoon 
is free for you to explore New Harmony or 
to visit nearby Evansville which has 
several interesting venues, especially a 
museum housing the unique airplanes 
manufactured there for our U.S. Air Force 
during WWII. 
 
On Saturday evening we will meet at the 
Red Geranium Restaurant at the Inn for a 
social hour (cash bar) at 7:00, and then 
enjoy our three-course group dinner.    
 
To book your room, please contact 
Melissa Morris at 812-682-6118 or Amy 
Williams at 812-682-6163, and mention 
the Rudisill Family Foundation for our 
Group Rate that will include two night’s 
lodging at the New Harmony Inn, a 
walking tour on Saturday morning, any 
fees for our meeting room, and our special 
farewell dinner at the Red Geranium. I 
have reserved 10 standard rooms for May 
19 and 20.   

New Harmony is such a special place, a  
quiet, peaceful, really spiritual and 
beautiful village on the banks of the 
Wabash River. Please plan to join us!   
This is a reunion you don’t want to miss.  
 
We look forward to meeting you there! 

JUNE KNIGHT SHASSERE: 
22 April 1940 – 20 December 2021 
Leader, Visionary, Lover of Life 
 
June Knight was born on April 22, 1940 in 
Chicago to the late John Knight and Mary 
Rudisel Knight.  She met William 
Shassere on a blind date to see the movie 
“Giant” with James Dean, and they 
married on June 27, 1963. She passed 
away peacefully not long after being 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, at home 
with her two cats and her loving husband 
by her side. 
 

 

 
June’s family moved to Terre Haute, 
Indiana when she was 12.  She was a 1958 
graduate of Wiley High School and went 
on to graduate from Indiana State 
University with BA and MA degrees in 
English and Journalism.  She was a 
member and president of Alpha Chi 
Omega Sorority and was editor of the 
Statesman Newspaper.  After graduating, 
June taught at Griffin High School and 
Mishawaka High School.  After they 
married, June and Bill moved to 
Plymouth, Indiana, where she was a 
reporter for the Plymouth Pilot News.   
 
Later she was on the staff of the Notre 
Dame University Alumni Magazine, and 
was a fund raiser for several non-profit 
organizations. After June and Bill moved 
to Indianapolis, she was contracted by the 
State of Indiana to develop a publication 
called “Women in Politics,” a guide for 
women running for political office.  She 
was also an active volunteer and President  
of “Partners of the Americas,” a cultural 
exchange program between the State of 
Indiana and their Sister State, Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil.  

Among her favorite organizations were 
Chi Omega Sorority, Women Welcome 
Women World Wide, and the Indianapolis 
Children’s Bureau. June received 
numerous awards for her volunteer and 
civic activities including the prestigious 
Jefferson Award and the Sagamore of the 
Wabash Award, the highest honor 
awarded by the Governor of Indiana for 
service to the State and its community.      
 
June’s passions were travel, theatre and 
reading.  She belonged to several book 
clubs and she and Bill traveled and lived 
in several countries around the world, 
including Russia, the Czech Republic 
(Prague), Portugal, Scotland, the UK, 
Australia, Argentina, Chile and Spain. In 
each place they formed new life-long 
friendships. 
  
June was very proud of her Rudisel family 
heritage and attended many family 
reunions.  Clifford Rudisill and Nancy 
Wheaton met June at the Frankfort 
International Airport where the group was 
waiting to change planes for their flight to 
Dresden.  June had flown there from 
Russia. Cliff and June bonded early on 
that trip because of an unusual 
circumstance.   
 
In Dresden at their first dinner, Cliff 
noticed a daily special of fresh white 
asparagus written on a blackboard. He 
learned that Ray Wilson and June shared 
his love of asparagus, and none had ever 
tried white asparagus. They asked Fred 
Weiser if they could have an order of it 
and he responded they could but it was not 
cheap and they would have to pay for it.   
 
They agreed to share an order and it was 
so delicious that it became a legend and a 
humorous custom that was repeated each 
time that group met (although it was rarely 
fresh and not nearly as good as it was in 
Dresden!).  Bill and June visited Houston 
once and especially enjoyed the unique, 
like no other and now famous Art Car 
Parade.  
 
June is survived by her husband, Bill who 
lives in Indianapolis, IN; a sister Mary 
Ann Swander and husband Jim who live 
in Terre Haute, IN; and a brother David 
Knight and wife Carolyn who live in Palm 
City, FL.  Bill shared that June would be 
remembered as a leader, a visionary and a 
lover of life.  
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THYRA ELIZABETH McCARY SMITH (1929-2021) 
Director and Former Newsletter Editor 
 

My dear friend, Elizabeth, was born on May 21, 1929 in Sherman, TX.  We met at a Rudisill family reunion 
in Charlotte, NC, and just happened to sit across from one another at a group dinner. We talked a lot and 
discovered that we were related  and had much in common.  She surprised me at one point by saying that 
she thought she might have a letter that my father had written to her mother in the 1920s.  This was highly 
improbable, but it turned out to be true! Apparently, her mother, Syble and my Aunt Sybil, my father’s 
sister, knew each other and perhaps had met by both living in East Texas and having the same names.   
 
For years Elizabeth had saved that letter among her mother’s things, and after that reunion she sent it to me. 
I recognized my father’s handwriting and I treasure that letter.  My father wrote it just to introduce himself 
as being Sybil’s youngest brother and he wanted her to know that he was a member of that family. At the 
time he was working for a lumber company in East Texas, which was known as the Piney Woods and had 
a thriving timber industry. 
 
Elizabeth helped me by being the editor of this newsletter for several years. She also wrote an article for the 
newsletter about her ancestor in the Confederacy: “Flag Bearer of the 16th North Carolina Infantry” [No. 9, 
Spring 2009].  Years later we took a trip together to Sherman and other towns in Northeast Texas where 
she had lived, including Kilgore where she was in the Rangerette Corps at Kilgore Junior College, had 

majored in English and Journalism, and was on the swimming team [No. 21, August, 2019: “A Trip Down Memory Lane”].  Just last year I wrote 
an article about her that was on the front page of the newsletter with a photograph of her smiling, with me laughing and sitting on the edge of her 
bed.  I knew it would be the last time I would ever see her. She died of lung cancer at peace in her home in San Antonio on April 26, 2021. 
 
We bonded and became very close friends.  She was a remarkable individualist, and I miss her.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ask the experts >>> 
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