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Founder’s Corner
Tributes

and

Reunions

There are over 20,000 cousins in the Rudisill
clan in America, with some 30 different
spellings of the name. We cannot possibly
keep up with all the family news but we will
report all that you send to us (Please use my
Houston address printed below, or email me
at hcrudisill@yahoo.com ). In this 16th edition
of Relations we honor several of our cousins
who have died recently and one who died
many years ago. We are also sharing with
you an old family recipe for a dessert that may
well become a favorite in your household. We
are reporting on the family reunion held in
Dearborn, MI in early September and are
announcing tentative plans for next year’s
reunion in San Antonio. Without making a
commitment at this time, please let us know if
you might be interested in attending: The
more cousins who can attend will mean a
better group rate at the hotel and at
restaurants. We will provide a final itinerary
with prices in our newsletter next summer.
Meanwhile, we wish all our cousins a Blessed
Christmas and a Healthy New Year!
Your cousin,
Clifford Rudisill
1204 Joe Annie Street
Houston, TX 77019

A reminder…

2015-16 Subscription/Dues

Please remember it is time to send to my
Houston address your annual payment of
$10.00 to cover the expenses of these
newsletters. Any amount above $10 is taxdeductible, because the Rudisill Family
Foundation, Inc. is a 501.c.3 not-for-profit
corporation and is so recognized by the IRS.
Thank you!

ERRATA
In our last newsletter we failed to include one
of our most important editions in the newsletter
listings: No. 13, dated December 2012. The
main articles are: Ida Rudisill Pioneered First
Houston Hospital (and a brief article about her
husband, William Green Rudisill), West
Central Florida Honor Flight Finally Comes
Home, The Six Sons of John A. Rudisill (18201901), and The 1905 Emanuel Rudisill Family
Reunion. If you would like a copy of this
newsletter, please send $1.00 payable to the
RFF c/o Clifford Rudisill in Houston.

Richard Erle Rudisill, III: A Tribute

by H. Clifford Rudisill
It is with a sad and heavy heart that we report the sudden death of our dear Cousin Richard,
whom many knew by his nickname of “Rudi.” I and a gathering of the extended family were just
with him in early September at a family reunion in Dearborn, Michigan. I remember having a
good discussion with him about when he planned to retire, and he said it would be in a year or
so. I taught him the Spanish word for retirement (jubilación) and he liked that. Rudi seemed in
fine shape at the reunion but died of a heart attack on October 27, 2015.
Richard was born on January 2, 1949 in Norfolk, VA to Richard E. Rudisill II and his first
wife, Mary Pickering Shryock. He graduated from the University of Maryland with a B.A.
degree in Economics and from George Mason University with a M.A. degree in
Telecommunications. It was at the University of Maryland that he met and fell in love with
Christine Boland, with whom he enjoyed a happy marriage of 40 years. Richard loved and was
an avid reader of history. He loved genealogy and for many years he was very active in and at
the time of his death was president of the Rudisill Family Association, an organization founded
by his uncle, Edward “Ted” Rudisill. Richard was also an avid soccer fan. For many years he
coached and was a referee at his daughters’ soccer games, and he was a great fan of the DC
United Soccer Team. He loved to travel and once took a trip with his father and Pastor Fred
Weiser and his Uncle Ted to Germany and Switzerland to trace his Rudisill ancestors. Richard
worked for over 20 years for the U.S. Treasury Department in Washington and was an active
member of the Treasury Historical Association.
Richard is survived by his wife, Christine; his daughter Dianne Rudisill Kirsch and her
husband Jesse and their son Oren; daughter Nancy; sister Ginny Rudisill Rosenkranz and her
husband George; brother Robert Rudisill and his wife Aleta; brother Michael Rudisill and his
wife Nancy; brother David Rudisill; his uncle Edward (Ted) Rudsill and wife Marina; several
nieces and nephews; and a multitude of friends.
A Celebration of Richard’s Life was held at the Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home in Fairfax,
VA, on Saturday, November 7th. Donations in Richard’s memory may be made to the U.S.
Treasury Historical Association, P. O. Box 28118, Washington, D.C. 20038.
Richard was a dear, kind and gracious gentleman and friend. Rest in peace, dear cousin.

Richard Rudisill at the Houston family reunion in 2006

Richard is the second person on the left of the photo, with Al Rudisill to
his right and Richard’s wife Christine to his left and Jane Duffy to her
left. Across from them are Al's wife Jan and smiling behind her is Jack
Rudisail.
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Rudisill Family Reunion, San Antonio, Texas, October 6-9, 2016

Here is the tentative itinerary for next year’s family reunion. Please look it over and let me know if you have any
suggestions, and most importantly let me know if you might be interested in attending this reunion. A final plan and
registration form will be mailed later. Hope to see you there!
Thursday, Oct. 6
6:00 p.m. Orientation Meeting at our San Antonio hotel.
7:00 Dinner on your own at one of the many nearby restaurants.
Friday, Oct. 7
7:30 Complimentary breakfast at the hotel
8:30 Meet in Hotel lobby
8:45 Walking tour of the Spanish Governor’s Palace, San Fernando Cathedral and Main Plaza.
10:00 Bus leaves from Main Plaza for tour of The Alamo (San Antonio de Valero).
12:00 Catered Mexican lunch and boat ride on the San Antonio River
2:00 Walk to Briscoe Museum on the River
2:45 Bus leaves from Briscoe Museum for tour of La Villita and Hemisfair Park: view 4D film at the
Tower of the Americas then ride up to the Observation Deck for panoramic views.
Visit Institute of Texan Cultures.
5:30 Bus leaves Institute of Texan Cultures for return to Hotel
7:00 Walk to a restaurant on the River Walk for dinner
8:30 Walk to Main Plaza for Sound and Light Show “La Saga”.
Saturday, Oct 8
7:30 Complimentary breakfast at Hotel
8:30 Meet in lobby of Hotel
9:00 Depart on bus for guided tour of the Via Finale House in the King William District, then to two of
the San Antonio Missions (a UNESCO World Heritage Site):
San Jose y San Miguel de Aguayo
Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion de Acuna
12:00 Picnic lunch at Padre Park Pavilion
1:30 Bus leaves Park for 25-minute ride to the Lytle Community Cemetery in Lytle, TX,
where Robert Rudasill will talk about his two children who died in infancy and are buried there:
Odis W Rudasill, who died in October 1958; and Roxanne L Rudasill, who died in July 1960.
Neither child had a headstone until 2012 . [See article “Decades Later, Dad Fulfills A Promise” in
Relations, No. 14, December 2013.]
4:00 Return to Hotel
6:30 Leave hotel for Closing Banquet at the Argyle Club, 900 Patterson Ave in Alamo Heights.
Sunday, Oct 9
Check out after breakfast
OR Stay an extra day to explore other attractions in the area including Six Flags Fiesta Texas, Sea World,
The McNay Art Museum, Natural Bridge Caverns and Wildlife Ranch, San Antonio Botanical Gardens, San Antonio Zoo, Witte Museum, Texas Ranger Museum and Buckhorn Saloon, and more!
Romeo and Juliet Cake Recipe (Continued from page 3)

Lemon filling:
4 Tbsp. cornstarch
½ Tbsp. butter 1 ½ cups boiling water
small amount of lemon rind
1 cup white sugar
2 egg yolks
Juice of one lemon
Thoroughly mix cornstarch and sugar. Pour boiling water over mixture and boil for 5 minutes, stirring constantly. Add butter, lemon juice and
rind. Pour this mixture over beaten egg yolks. Cool before putting between layers.
White Frosting (double recipe to cover cake well):
1 cup white sugar
1 egg white
¾ cup hot water ½ tsp. vanilla
Add boiling water to sugar and stir until it is all dissolved. Cook over medium heat until mixture spins a thread or forms a soft ball in cold
water. Beat slowly into beaten egg whites. Continue beating until thick enough to spread over all of the cake.
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Rudisill Family Reunion in Dearborn
The Rudisill Family Association gathered some 20 extended family cousins together in Dearborn on September 10-12. On the first
evening a business meeting of the RFA was conducted by President Richard “Rudi” Rudisill (See related article) at the lovely
Dearborn Inn. A discussion was held on where to have next year’s reunion and Clifford Rudisill volunteered for the Rudisill Family
Foundation to host it in San Antonio (See related article), which was approved unanimously. The second day was spent touring the
impressive Ford Village of transplanted historic buildings in the morning and the gigantic and famous Ford Museum in the afternoon.
The next day we had a guided tour of downtown Detroit and enjoyed lunch at a Greek restaurant in an old section of downtown. In
the afternoon we toured an impressive museum of historic airplanes and saw a film about the iconic ”Rosy the Riveter.” Then we
toured the Ypsilanti Historical Society’s House Museum where Al Rudisill is president. Dinner at a local popular restaurant closed
this year’s wonderful reunion. Accolades to Al and Jan for their superb planning!

Very Front: Carme Gregory. First low (L-R): Kathryn Reinhardt; Larry Gregory; Bill Rudicill & wife (KY); Mary Ann Rudisill (PA); Sue
Rudasill (MD); Richard (Rudi) Rudisill (VA); Second row: Al Rudisill (MI); Bill Rudisill (PA); Jack Rudisail (NC); Wayne Rudisill; Sue
Rudisill; Jim Rudicill; Meade Rudasill (MD); Clifford Rudisill (TX). Very back: Carol Rudicill.

Romeo and Juliet Cake: An old family Recipe
By Mary Frances Mauney

The Romeo and Juliet cake was first baked as early as 1895 in the wood-burning stove oven of Margaret (Mag) Catherine Caroline Mauney
who was one of the 41 charter members of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Cherryville, NC, where many of our Rudisill ancestors worshiped and
many do to this day. She made it for the Altar Guild. For several generations her daughter, Ola Mauney McClury, and two of her daughters-inlaw (Lura Perry Mauney and Florence Campell Mauney) baked the cake and took it to special dinners and family reunions. Her granddaughter,
Irene Aderholt Rhyne, also was famous for baking this special dessert, which consists of alternate layers of yellow and white cake held together
with custard and lemon filling with a white frosting icing. Enjoy!
White cake (makes 2 layers):
1 cup white sugar
6 egg whites
1/8 lb. butter
6 to 8 Tbsp. whole milk 2 scant cups Swans Down cake flour
1 tsp. vanilla
1 heaping tsp. baking powder
Thoroughly cream butter and sugar together. Warm milk to room temperature and add baking powder to the milk. Add this liquid to the sugar
and butter mixture. Sift flour well and fold it gradually into the mixture. Add vanilla. Fold in stiffly beaten egg whites (Note: Very important for
egg whites to be stiffly beaten.) Pour into two 9” greased and floured cake pans. Bake in preheated 375 degree oven until cakes shrink from
sides of pans and spring to the touch.
Yellow cake (makes 2 layers):
1 cup white sugar
6 egg yolks
1/8 lb. butter
6 to 8 Tbsp. whole milk 1 ½ cups Swans Down cake flour
1 tsp. vanilla
1 heaping tsp. baking powder
Thoroughly cream butter and sugar together. Add well-beaten egg yolks to the dry mixture. Warm milk to room temperature and add baking
powder to the milk. Add this liquid to the sugar and butter mixture. Add vanilla. Sift flour well and fold it gradually into the mixture. Follow
same baking directions as for the white cake.
Custard filling:
2 egg yolks ½ cup white sugar
1 pint whole milk 2 rounded Tbsp. flour or cornstarch 1 tsp. vanilla
Mix dry ingredients together. Add ½ cup milk and beaten egg yolks to this mixture. Heat remaining milk to room temperature and stir into the
mixture. Place in double boiler and heat on low temperature, stirring constantly until thick. Cool and add 1 tsp vanilla. Put custard filling
between cake layers, alternating white and yellow.
(continued on bottom of previous page)
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Charles Louis Rudasill, M.D. 1890-1938
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Charles Louis Rudasill was born in 1890 in the country home of his parents,
Charles Meade and Henrietta Larkins Rudasill, in Madison County, VA. His early
schooling was in private schools in Madison County, and in 1910 he graduated from
the Locust Dale Academy.
He immediately began the study of his chosen
profession at the Medical College of Virginia, in Richmond, completing his courses
and obtaining his M. D. degree in 1914. Dr. Rudasill interned at Stuart Circle
Hospital, Richmond, in 1914 and 1915, and then entered into the private practice of
medicine in Richmond until 1916, when he joined the Medical Staff of the Life
Insurance Company of Virginia. In June, 1917, he was commissioned a First
Lieutenant in the Medical Corps of the United States Army and was assigned to
Base Hospital 9 at Chateauvoux, France, in October of that year. He served
throughout WWI and then returned home to Richmond and to his former position at
the Life Insurance Company of Virginia.
Dr. Rudasill went to Nottoway County for his bride, Aline Beville, a daughter of R.
S. Beville. They were married in 1926. Charles Louis, Junior, was born June 23,
1928, and Meade Harrison was born on September 24, 1933. Dr. Rudasill was the
Medical Director of the Life Insurance Company of Virginia when he died suddenly
on January 13, 1938. His son Charles was only 9 years old and Meade was only 4.
Dr. Rudasill was a member of the American Medical Association, the Medical
Society of Virginia, the Richmond Academy of Medicine, and the Country Club of
Virginia. In addition to his profession, he was an enthusiastic and good golfer and
an avid reader of history. Dr. Rudasill had ancestral lines that had been in Virginia
for over a century. His immediate ancestors sprang from pioneers who settled in a
group of Counties in the rugged north-central section of Virginia.
They were designated “up-country settlers” in the mid-1700s to distinguish them
from the older tidewater aristocracy who resented encroachment of their land on the
James and York rivers. The progressive, freedom-minded up-country folk won the
sympathy of such leaders as Richard Henry Lee and Patrick Henry, and became the
prime movers in matters affecting the Colony and later the Commonwealth. Dr.
Rudasill’s paternal grandfather was James Albert Rudasill, a native of Culpeper
County, born in 1830. He followed his father’s vocation of farming and married
Sarah Carpenter, whose home was in Madison County.
Charlie and his wife Betty, who live in Richmond, and Meade and his wife Sue,
who live in Annapolis, are frequently seen at our Rudisill family reunions.
Please send your email address to hcrudisill@yahoo.com. Thank you!
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Clifford F. D. Rudesill: 1924-2015

Clifford Frank Daniel Rudesill, 90, of Cape Girardeau,
MO, died on January 26, 2015, at the Chateau Girardeau
Nursing Home. He was born on July 25, 1924, son of
Walter Jackson and Grace Sophia Blum Rudesill, in
Mt.Vernon, IL, near Chicago. He graduated from Hot
Springs High School in Arkansas in 1942 and obtained his
pilot’s license when he was only 16. He joined the Air Force
Reserves and studied to become a flight instructor, which
took him to the Air Force base in Cape Girardeau, MO, in
1943. He joined the Army Air Force Transport Command
and active duty during WWII took him to Burma, where he
flew 87 night missions carrying fuel and supplies over the
Himalayan Mountains (called “The Hump”) into China. After
the war he became an active member of the Hump Pilots
Association and attended all their reunions until there were
so few survivors that the group decided to disband.
On January 20, 1946, Cliff married Mary Kathryn (Ki)
Litzelfelner at Centenary Methodist Church in Cape
Girardeau, where they were active members throughout
their adult lives. They celebrated 68 years of marriage
before her death on August 5, 2014. After the war, Cliff
went to work in sales for several hardware companies in the
Midwest and in 1968 he returned to Cape Girardeau and
bought half interest in Riverside Building Supply and Home
Center, primarily a lumber business, serving as president
until he sold his interest in the company and retired in 1984.
Cliff was a leader in his community and served as president
of the Cape Girardeau Chamber of Commerce.
Surviving Cliff are a son, Mark Charryl Rudesill, of Cape
Girardeau; a daughter, Mary Gail Rohr and her husband,
Brian of Naperville, IL; four grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren. In addition to his wife, Ki, he was preceded
in death by his only brother, Walter F. Rudesill who was
killed in a military accident in 1942, the same year that his
father died.
Cliff and Ki will be remembered for their gentle manner
and quick sense of humor.

