Restoration of the 1896 House
Prior to the Directors’ arrival in June, the
geothermal company worked mightily on the
1896 House to have the heating/cooling
system finished and operational. They
succeeded in having it operational, although
it was and still is not finished. A major
project was the design of the duct system,
which was more difficult than an “average”
installation for three reasons: the ducts had
to be located where they were unobtrusive,
to preserve the historic integrity of the
House; the ceilings are 12’ high which
require a lot of air circulation; and the ducts
in the present attic space had to be designed
so they would not interfere with any
blueprint for rooms that will be built in the
future (the space is large and easily will
accommodate four bedrooms). The solution
was to locate the main trunk lines and the
sophisticated damper system in a dropped
ceiling in the main center hall. The result is
that the duct system is practically invisible.
To circulate enough air and to make rooms
independent of another, each room has two
supply vents above the picture molding near
the ceiling, and one return vent in the floor
baseboard. Each room is controlled by its
own thermostat, which makes the system
highly energy efficient. Because the main
trunk lines and controls are located below
the floor level of the second floor, that entire
space is available for future expansion. The
system is very quiet: hardly any air motion
is heard. There is no noise or pollution
outside as there are no traditional compressor
units. The source of energy is the water that
comes from the 12 water wells that were

drilled in the back lawn. Soon to be
completed are the damper systems, filtration
systems, multiple thermostats, and the
placement of vent covers. The entire system
should be completed early in 2005.
The sheetrock work proved to be inferior
and had to be redone by another company
before the paperhanger could begin his work.
A professional crew was hired to retape and
refloat all the seams and to do the final
floating and sanding. The paperhanger
began his work in September and finished
in late October. In November the floors were
sanded and refinished.

Another major accomplishment this fall
was the completion of the custom-designed
staircase in the center hall. This work was
the collaboration of two architects and a
master carpenter. Every detail is in keeping
with a staircase that would have been
designed when the house was built. All
components are exact reproductions of the
period, and three antique newel posts (which
match those designed by the original
architect in another house) were found in an
antique shop in Houston. The staircase looks
like it has always been there.
At this time, the Rudisill family antiques
are in place, the beds are made, and the
pictures and mirrors are being hung. Work
remains on the five fireplaces; draperies and
wooden shutters need to be installed; and
some minor fine tuning needs to be done.
But the 1896 House should be ready to
welcome visitors and guests early in the New
Year. We hope you will be among them!

Health Insurance
As a member of the AASLH (discussed
in other articles), the RFF is eligible to offer
to its members health insurance, long-term
care insurance, and retirement and financial
planning. If you are interested in any of
these services, please send us information
about yourself, and we will investigate what
plans might be available to fit your needs.

Next Issue:

Restored living room at 1896 House.
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– Detailed report and photographs of the
restored 1896 House.
– The Rudisill Gold Mine in Charlotte, NC.
– And more!
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FOUNDER’S CORNER:
Jubilation!
Dear Cousins:
This issue of Relations is very late, for
which I apologize. So much has happened
in the last several months that I have not
had time to write it all down. You will read
about most of those events in the following
articles. Additionally I am pleased to
inform you of my jubilación, which is my
favorite word in Spanish: it means
retirement. On July first, my business
partner Ray Wilson and I sold The Village
Inn. It was both a happy occasion and
traumatic, as are most Closings and
especially after having owned the business
for twenty-three years: a large chunk out
of anyone’s life! Since then I have been
busy in readying the house in Lenox to rent
during the winter, as I plan to continue to
spend summers in the Berkshires.
And I have spent a lot of time in
Nacogdoches to supervise the restoration
and to do a lot of the work myself. After
so many years of planning and hard work,
this project is nearing completion. Having
made two trips from Massachusetts to
Texas to move furniture and belongings this
fall, I am about to get settled into a “new”
house in Houston. I will be a substitute
teacher in Spanish and French at two
schools in Houston and will divide my time
between there and Nacogdoches. As the
RFF grows, I will be spending more time
at the 1896 House, where you are welcome
to visit by early next year when the
restoration is completed.
Until then, I wish all of my cousins a
Happy Holiday Season during which you
can be with your loved ones. And I hope
2005 brings peace to our country and that
peace and good health come to and
remain with each and everyone of you in
the New Year.
Clifford Rudisill

RFF Board of Directors Meets at 1896 House

Directors and other cousins at dinner concluding June Board meetings.

Although the renovations of the 1896
House were not completed in time, your
Board held its annual meeting there in
Nacogdoches on June 13 and 14, 2004. The
sheetrock had been installed on the walls
and ceilings (yet not finished enough for
the installation of wallpaper) and floors had
not been refinished. But almost all the
furniture and Rudisill family antiques were
in place; and, most importantly during a
Texas summer month, the geothermal airconditioning system was operational and
worked well on its inauguration. The
directors traveled from as far away as
Michigan, Massachusetts and North
Carolina, and the Board was 100% in
attendance: Elizabeth Anne (Beth) Rudisill

from Bessemer City, N.C., with her
husband Henry; Joyce Rudisill from
Charlotte, N.C.; Sherry Rudisill Johnson
from Flower Mound, TX, with her husband
Bill and sister Ellen Rudisill; SecretaryTreasurer Alvin Rudisill from Ypsilanti, MI,
with his wife Jan; Vice President John
(Johnny) Rudisill from Nacogdoches, with
his wife Jean; and Founder and President,
Clifford Rudisill, from Lenox, MA and
Houston.
These meetings are open and any
Rudisill relative is welcome to attend.
Topics discussed were: the final phase of
the restoration of the first floor of the 1896
House; plans to earn income for the
Foundation by devoting some of the space
Continued on page 2

Cousins at York reunion hosted by the Rudisill Family Association. See related article Reunion on page 3.

Foundation Represented at
AASLH Annual Conference
Your Foundation was represented by
Clifford Rudisill and Ray Wilson at the
annual meeting of the American
Association for State and Local History (of
which the RFF is a member) in St. Louis,
September 29-October 2. There were
seminars and workshops throughout the
days and your representatives attended as
many as possible because each one offered
invaluable information. The sessions
attended were: Successful Digital Project
Management; Historic Interpretation;
NEH: Support for Public Programs;
Preservation and Challenge Grants; Small
Museums Speak Up; Creative Solutions for
Small Museums; Conservation in Context:
Interpreting House Museums; Sense of
History: The Place of the Past in American
Life; The Truth and Consequences of
Digitization; Guide Collections: Growth
with a Plan; Your Mission is Worth Money;
Memories to Convey: Revisioning Historic
Sites; New Uses for Old Houses: the
Historic House Museum; Preserving
Community History through Collaboration;
Creative Approaches to Attract Hidden
Audiences; and Museum Governance in the
21st Century. There were two presentations
by authors who discussed their recent
books: “The Mississippi” by Douglas
Brinkley, and a discussion by Jon Kulka
entitled “A Noble Bargain and Its
Centenaries” based on his book, “A
Wilderness So Immense: The Louisiana
Purchase and the Destiny of America.”

Clifford Rudisill accepting software prize at
AASLH Conference in St. Louis.

There was a large hall of exhibitors who
included book publishers, manufacturers of
archival materials, website designers,
historical fund raisers, museums,
universities, graphic designers, historical
marker manufacturers, and a museum
software company. The latter company,
PastPerfect Museum Software, held a raffle
for a free software package and it was won
by your Founder! Now that the Foundation
has the ability to catalogue its collection,
please send us your family artifacts,
photographs and any objects you want to
have saved and protected for future
generations. Include a description about
the article and the people who owned it and
their relationship to you. If you would like
more information about any of the AASLH
seminars, just drop us a line. And if you
would like to attend next year’s AASLH
annual conference (which will be in
Pittsburgh, September 21-24, 2005), just let
us know so you can attend under the
Foundation’s membership. It was and is a
great learning experience.

RFF Board Meets
continued from page 1
of the House for a B&B; genealogy
database and exploring the possibilities of
working with the Rudisill Family
Association; a form to be posted on our
RFF website to collect mailing and email
address; the expansion of the RFF Board
and election of new Directors (who will be
announced in the next issue of Relations);
fund-raising projects; family collection
software; and informative publications by
AASLH which were divided among the
Directors to study and to report to the
Board. These and other subjects will be
discussed in the next newsletter. Please
send us suggestions that you want your
Board to discuss at its next meeting, which
is tentatively scheduled for next March.
On the last night, Clifford Rudisill
hosted a gathering at the 1896 House to
honor the Directors. A traditional Southern
dinner was served in the dining room on
two tables donated to the RFF. Each table
was extended with four leaves and a “T”
was formed by the two tables in order to
seat 18 guests. Joining the Directors and
their spouses were Clifford’s first cousins
once-removed (the son and daughter of his
first cousins Johnny and Jean Rudisill):
Richard (Dick) Rudisill and his children
Gary, Kallie and Jennie; and Lisa Rudisill
Mize and her young son Charles. Dick’s
wife Vickie and Lisa’s husband Jimmy
were regrettably unable to attend and were
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missed. Also present were Don Rudasill
and his wife Kay, who live in Nacogdoches.
After dinner, Johnny Rudisill presented all
the Directors with newly-minted Texas
commemorative quarters, which had been
released for the first time on that day. It
was a great surprise and appreciated by
everyone. Clifford Rudisill gave all the
directors and their spouses navy blue Teeshirts inscribed with “Nacogdoches: Oldest
Town in Texas.” Somehow they were all
the right size and these cousins surprised
Clifford the next morning by wearing them.
After the two-day Board meeting, Al,
Jan, Beth, Henry and Joyce joined Clifford
in his new SUV for a mini-vacation trip.
They spent two nights in Houston where
they toured “Bayou Bend” (once the home
of Ima Hogg whose collection of American
antiques is second only to Winterthur’s in
Delaware); the San Jacinto Monument
which marks the place where Sam Houston
defeated the Mexican troops to gain
independence for Texas; and then went to
NASA and to nearby Galveston Island
where they toured some historic homes and
were joined by Ellen Rudisill who arranged
for a delicious seafood dinner in a private
club. The next day the cousins continued
to San Antonio where their two-day tour
included a visit to the five Spanish missions
(the most famous of which is the Alamo),
the Riverwalk where they had lunch
overlooking the San Antonio River, La
Villita (a restored Mexican village), and
ended their visit with dinner hosted by
Clifford at The Argyle, a mansion built
before the Civil War that is today famous
for its fine food. The next day the cousins
were driven back to Houston to board their
return flights home. A lot of territory was
covered in just four days; but everyone
agreed it was a wonderful experience and
especially good for these cousins to get to
know one another better. What a great
family!

Recent Gifts to the Foundation
The RFF expresses its gratitude and
deep appreciation to:
– Joseph Young Rowe for his donation of
a magnificent early 19th century “Aesthetic
Revival” dining table with four leaves. The
table was handmade in Maryland and was
purchased by Mr. Rowe’s great grandfather
from the maker’s family. It had remained
in the Rowe family for three generations,
which is documented in the table’s
provenance. Mr. Rowe had been Clifford
Continued on page 3

Rudisill Family Association Hosts Reunion in Pennsylvania

Ted Rudisill introducing speakers to dedicate a plaque honoring Philips Heinrich Rudisile at a
service to consecrate the original cemetery site.

Several RFF Directors, including your
Founder, attended the national Rudisill
family reunion hosted by cousin Ted
Rudisill and his Rudisill Family
Association, September 16-18, in York,
Pennsylvania. The brisk fall weather made
it the perfect setting for the reunion, and
heavy rainfall held off until the last day. A
reception was held the first evening to allow
cousins to greet old friends and to meet new
ones. Clifford Rudisill especially enjoyed
seeing Ted again and so many cousins who
joined Ted and Marina on the trip they
organized and led to Sax, Switzerland, in
May of 1995. Also present were Clifford’s
“Virginia cousins” including Elizabeth
(Ibby) Rudasill Hunt (who donated dining
room furniture to the RFF last year) and
her daughter Harriet Hunt Carroll from
Dallas where Ibby recently moved from
Greensboro; Charles and Betty Rudasill
from Richmond; Meade and Sue Rudasill
from Annapolis; and Katherine Smith
Frere-Berger from Los Angeles. These
Rudasills originated from Orange and
Culpeper counties and Clifford met this
branch of the family when he attended
Woodberry Forest School in Orange, where
Ibby’s father, W.A. Rudasill, owned a drygoods store for many years.
The next day the cousins boarded two
buses for a tour of York County. The first
stop was at the burial site of one of our
original Rudisill emigrants, Philips
Heinrich Rudisile. A moving service was
led by Pastor Lester Rudisill to dedicate a
plaque which marks the grave site and
honors our ancestor. The plaque was
unveiled by Lisa and Delores Garrett who

began efforts to save this site from being
taken over by a State highway. Also
honored was Bill Rudasill who played a
major role in dealing with the State and who
cleared the land and located the original
graves and markers. The heroic efforts of
these people and the reverent and emotional
service combined to make this event one
that no one there will ever forget.
Accolades to all our cousins who made it
possible!
The tour continued to several Rudisill
cemeteries and historic homes, organized
and led by cousin Jerry Dietz, who did a
fabulous job. The evening concluded with
dinner in the fellowship hall of the beautiful
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in Hanover.
Pastor (and cousin) Fred Weiser gave an
interesting talk on the Church’s history. The
next day brought the torrential rains that
had been threatening. Your Founder had
to leave early but a full report of the reunion
will be printed in Ted’s newsletter. These
reunions are very important and worthwhile. All Rudisill cousins would benefit
from participating in them. They generate
a sense of pride in our family and create
lasting friendships among cousins who
might never know each other otherwise.

been in his family for generations.
– Beth and Henry Rudisill who have
donated several photographs of Gaston
County Rudisill ancestors, who are
common to Beth and Clifford.
– Katherine Smith Frere-Berger (whose
grandmother was a Rudasill from Culpeper,
Virginia) for her donation of a
commemorative plate of the historic
Hebron Lutheran Church near Madison,
Virginia, where many Rudasill cousins
have worshipped.
– Ray E. Wilson for his donation of an
early 19th century American Victorian
bedroom suite, including an elaborately
carved headboard and footboard, dresser
and side table, all of which are now located
in one of the bedrooms of the 1896 House.
He also donated an early 20th century
Hoosier cabinet, which is now in the very
place in the kitchen where Clifford’s
grandmother had one exactly like it.
Remember that your donations to the
Foundation, whether financial contributions or gifts in kind, are tax deductible
because the RFF is a Section 501.c.3
corporation under the IRS Code. Your
contribution of $25.00 helps cover the costs
of these newsletters. Donations above that
amount are invested in an endowment fund
to guarantee the maintenance of the 1896
House and the RFF collection so that future
generations can know and share our unique
family heritage. Thank you cousins and
friends for all your wonderful support!

HONORING YOUNG COUSINS
This is a new column which will honor our
Rudisill youth. Send us pictures and stories
about your young cousins’ achievements.

Recent Gifts continued from page 2
Rudisill’s mathematics teacher at
Woodberry Forest School in the 1950’s and
they have remained friends ever since. Mr.
Rowe wanted this table to be placed and
cared for in a home in keeping with the
period when it was made. Mr. Rowe also
donated a handmade tablecloth that had
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Elizabeth Rudisill is pictured receiving her
Myers Park (Charlotte, NC) High School
diploma with highest honors as Valedictorian
in her class of 540 students. She is now a
freshman at Duke University. John and Bufi
Rudisill and Joyce Rudisill (RFF director) are
the proud parents and grandmother.
Congratulations, Elizabeth!

