
Founder’s Corner 

Big Things Happening!  Read on! 
     In this our 20th edition of Relations, 
you will read many interesting articles 
regarding our extended Rudisill family. 
I hope you will find them informative 
and enjoyable reading.  And moving 
forward together, I hope you will take 
an active interest in our shared Rudisill 
family history, by supporting the 
Rudisill Family Foundation, by sharing 
stories about your immediate family, 
by sending your modest $10 annual 
payment to cover the expenses for 
these newsletters, and by making a 
donation above that, which is totally 
tax-deductible.  
     In my “Founder’s Corner” of the 
19th edition of Relations, I announced 
that Ted Rudisill, author of the 
prodigious and seminal book, “The 
Rudisill Genealogy,” advised me that 
he decided to dissolve the Rudisill 
Family Association that he founded 
many years ago.  He had asked in his 
Association’s last newsletter for fellow 
Rudisill cousins to help him with two 
important projects, one of which was a 
study and compilation of Rudisill 
information from the 2010 U. S. 
Census.  He had very little response. 
This is mentioned because in our last 
edition of Relations, I asked for 
suggestions of places to have a family 
reunion and for volunteers to help with 
the planning.  I had only one response. 
The preliminary plans for our next 
national Rudisill Family Reunion are 
described in an article beginning on 
this page. I hope you will find it to be a 
reunion you would like to attend. 
     Last spring, I met Hillyer Rudisill III 
in Charleston, SC, and I found him to 
be a remarkable cousin, someone 
who has excelled in many disciplines. 
He supplied me with biographical and 
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Plan Ahead: Family Reunion, October 2019                                                                                                                                                       
“The Eagle has landed. One small step for man. A giant leap for mankind!” 

 

      
 
     Our next national Rudisill Family Reunion is planned to be held in 
Houston, October 17-19, 2019.  A major event will be a visit to nearby 
Ellington Field Air and Space Museum where on July 20, 2019, the 50th 
anniversary of the historic Apollo Mission moon landing will be celebrated 
by the inaugural opening of an exact replica of the original Mission Control 
Room that was at NASA’s Johnson Space Center, just a few miles away.  
All the original consoles and equipment used on that historic day have been 
completely restored and installed in the new Room.  And everything in the 
Room looks just as it did when humans first walked on the moon.  The 
restoration project took eight months to complete and cost $5 million. 
“Apollo changed the world.  It changed how we saw ourselves in the context 
of the solar system,” said the Johnston Space Center Director. 
    Our Reunion will commence on Thursday, October 17, for an orientation 
meeting and to get acquainted, relax, and enjoy a Cocktail Hour as the 
guest of Clifford Rudisill at his home. Then we will walk just a block away 
to a local restaurant for dinner. 
     On our first full day, Friday, October 18th, we will have a tour outside the 
City, and our first stop will be to visit the San Jacinto Battle Ground and 
Monument where we will visit their newly reopened museum of Texas 
history. This is the site of the famous and improbable victory of San Houston 
and a small band of volunteers over the professional and much larger 
Mexican Army commanded by Santa Ana.  On April 21, 1836, the “Texians” 
won their Independence, and thus began the epoch of the Republic of 
Texas.  We will ride to the top of the Monument (higher than the Washington 
Monument in DC) to enjoy views of the Port of Houston, Houston Ship 
Channel, and surrounding (oil) fields. After a brief drive through the battle 
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Founder’s (continued from p.1) 

genealogical information which I have 
used in articles about him and his 
ancestor, John Rudisill of Georgia.  
     And there are so many more 
stories for you to share with us. We 
would enjoy knowing about an 
ancestor who especially makes you 
proud to be a Rudisill!  Tell us about 
your family! 
     I look forward to meeting you at our 
next Rudisill family reunion and to 
hearing from you at any time.  
Meanwhile I send my very best wishes 
to all our Rudisill cousins for a Blessed 
Christmas and a Healthy and Joyful 
New Year! 
Faithfully, your cousin, 
Clifford Rudisill  

 
Donations Appreciated 
     We hope you enjoy receiving this 
Rudisill information. Please help us 
continue to send Relations by 
donating $10 to cover our cost. 
Donations of more than $10 will get 
you a Rudisill Cookbook and will help 
with other expenses of the foundation. 
Send to Cliff at the address on page 4. 
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Reunion (continued from p.1) 

grounds we will enjoy a simple picnic lunch.  Next, we will visit Ellington Field, 
described above.  Our final afternoon destination will be Galveston Island, famous 
for the 1900 Hurricane that completely flooded the City and killed most of its 
residents, still the most devasting natural disaster in American history.  Here we 
will visit the J P. Bryan Museum of Texas History, the largest collection of Texas 
memorabilia in the State.  The recently acquired Original Borden Map of the City 
of Houston will be on display and will prepare us for our visit to downtown Houston 
the next day.   After touring the Bryan Museum and a ride along the seawall that 
was built to protect the City after the Hurricane, we will return to Houston on a 
restful bus ride.  After dinner at a Houston restaurant, you may have the evening 
on your own.  One option is to attend the season’s Opening Night at The Houston 
Grand Opera, where Verdi’s famous opera, “Rigoletto,” will be performed by a 
world-class cast and orchestra.  
      On Saturday, we will have a bus tour of Houston that will begin with a visit to 
Memorial Hermann Hospital where we will view an exhibit dedicated to Ida Rudisill 
who founded one of the earliest hospitals in Houston which later became the 
present Memorial Hermann.  Included in the exhibit is the original nurses’ cap that 
Ida designed.  (See Relations, No. 13, December 13, 2012).  After a bus tour of 
Hermann Park and Zoo, we will tour Rice University, alma mater of Clifford Rudisill, 
and enjoy a simple lunch there. Next, we will visit the Clayton Genealogical Library, 
where we will have an orientation and you will have time to do some family 
research on your own. Then we will board our bus for downtown to tour Market 
Square, the Theatre District, the Rice Hotel (site of the first Capitol of Texas), Christ 
Church Episcopal Cathedral and Annunciation Roman Catholic Church, the first 
two churches founded in Houston, and drive to Minute Maid Baseball Park the 
home of Houston Astros who won the 2017 World Series.  After a rest, we will meet 
at a restaurant near your Reunion-designated Motel for a Farewell Dinner. 
     On Sunday morning, you may check out of your motel, …or, extend your stay! 
 
     Please note that the 2019 Family Reunion itinerary is much different from the 
last time we met in Houston.  We look forward to having everyone join us next 

October! 

Harriet Hunt Carroll:  1954-2018 
     In our December 2017 edition of Relations, a feature article was written about our cousin Harriet Hunt Carroll, Board 
Vice President of your RFF.  It is with deepest sorrow that we report that Harriet died suddenly on January 5, 2018, after a 
valiant fight with cancer.  The memorial service was held at Spring Valley United Methodist Church.   
    The thing that I remember most about her funeral was that all the family women wore pearl necklaces and all the family 
men wore pearl studs in their coat lapels, a special way to honor Harriett who loved to wear pearls. She is buried in Dallas 
at Restland Cemetery close to the grave of her mother, Elizabeth (Ibby) Rudasill Hunt (see Relations, No. 4, Dec 2005).     

     The photo of Harriet and me was taken on the veranda of The Argyle 

     Harriet was born and raised an Episcopalian in North 
Carolina. In the late 1970s she was living in Houston and asked 
me for the name of a church; so, I told herold her about mine, 
Christ Church Cathedral.   
     In 1986 she met Barry Carroll at the bank where they both 
worked and in January 1987, she and Barry were married at 
the Cathedral.  Soon they moved to Dallas where she and 
Barry raised four children:  Travis, Charlotte, and twins Blake 
and Dillon.  Barry, Travis and Dillon live in Dallas.  Blake lives 
in Wyoming.  Charlotte was recently married in Dallas and now 
lives in Birmingham with her husband, Kyle Deville, who is a 
doctor doing his residency in pediatrics at UAB.  Harriet would 
be so pleased that her only daughter is now married.  Rest in 
Peace, Cousin Harriet.  
  < Harriet and Cliff Rudisill at the 2016 reunion. 
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Hillyer Rudisill III:  A Renaissance Man 
     Late last May I met with Cousin Hillyer Rudisill  in Charleston, SC. I had 
corresponded with him for some time.  He had done some serious genealogical 
research and kindly shared that with me.  Here is his Family Tree on the male line:  
     Hans Rüdishüli (1643-1723), Switzerland/Germany;   Hans Jakob Rüdisühle (1666-
1748), Germany;  Weyrich aka Wirich aka Weiry Rüdisühle (1695-1764) 
Germany/Lincolnton, NC;   Johannes aka John Rudisill (1719-1800), Germany/York, 
PA;   Weyrich aka Wirey Rudisill II (1748-1808), York, PA/Powelton, GA;   [Note:  
Weyrich II married his cousin, Maria Elizabeth Rudisill (1759-1804).  Her father was 
Jonas Rudisill (1738-1799), of York, PA]  John Rudisill (1783-1854), NC/Powelton, GA;   
Benjamin Frantklin Rudisill, MD (1834-1901), Powelton,GA/ Forysth, GA;   Hillyer 
Rudisill (1875-1923), Forsyth, GA/Macon, GA;   Hillyer Rudisill, Jr. MD (1902-1949) 
Macon, GA/ Charleston, SC;   Hillyer Rudisill III.  
     Hillyer Rudisill III was born in Charleston, SC, on February 15, 1935.  He was 
graduated from Porter Military Academy.  He attended Swarthmore College in PA and 
was graduated from the University of South Carolina in 1957.  Post-graduate work was 
done at Emory University and the Universities of Kentucky and Georgia.  He earned his 
master’s degree from the University of South Carolina, where he reactivated their 
dormant chapter of Chi Psi social fraternity.  
     Cousin Hillyer taught at Porter Military Academy and other private schools.  For 25 
years, he taught evening classes for colleges at the Naval Shipyard and Air Base.  
      His many talents have ranged from having his own real estate company to building 
pipe organs. He taught philosophy for many years at Trident Technical College, Daniel 
Island Library and the Mt. Pleasant Senior Center. 

  
    His hobbies have included collecting thirteen Packard cars (including several 
limousines) dating from 1928 to 1953, writing family genealogy, gardening, and 
collecting sterling silver and American 19th century brilliant cut glass.   
     During his 57 years of teaching, his subjects included German, Latin, Spanish, art, 
music, history, English and philosophy at secondary and collegiate levels.   
     He married Martha Susan Thomas on December 28, 1964 at Grace Episcopal 
Church in Charleston. They have two daughters, Mary Harden Rudisill and Susan 
Rudisill Myers, and two grandsons. 
     Our Rudisill cousin has a fertile mind and is multi-talented.  Accolades to Hillyer III!  
Carry on! 
  *See related article about John Rudisill in this newsletter   

 

       A passion for music led him to found 

and conduct the Old Pipes Recorder 

Consort and three other groups which 

perform music from the Renaissance to 

the Baroque. He continues to conduct 

these groups today. He is a member of 

the American Recorder Society, Early 

Music America, and the St. Cecelia 

Society. His serious interest in recorders 

began 20 years ago when he wanted to 

teach sailors simple tunes to play on a 

less-complex instrument. The recorder 

was the perfect choice. His collection of 

wooden recorders has grown to ten, 

ranging in size from 6 inches to four feet.  

He also played organ, clarinet and 

trumpet and was assistant organist at St. 

Michael’s Episcopal Church and the 

Church of the Holy Communion. He was 

a vestryman of St. Michael’s and for 

decades maintained their bells and clock 

and was Master of Acolytes. 
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No. 5, January, 2006:  Itinerary and 
Registration for March 2006 Reunion in 
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No. 6, June, 2006: Review of March 
Reunion in Houston & Nacogdoches. Next 
Reunion in Charlotte, NC. 
No. 7, December, 2007:  August Reunion 
in Charlotte.  Henry W. Rudisill (1801-
1859), of Fort Wayne, IN.   John Henry 
Rudecilly (1755-1847) in Revolutionary 
War, of York, Co, PA.  102nd Emanuel 
Rudisill Reunion (NC). New RFF directors:  
Clifford Rudesill (MO) & Elizabeth Smith 
(MD). New book “Rudisill Recipes.” 
No. 8, December, 2008: Jeff White’s “Glen 
Manor Vineyard,” Front Royal.  A Tribute: 
Frederick Weiser. Sherry Rudisill Johnson 
(1947-2008).  Photos of York Reunion.  
New Director:  Carolyn S. Clinton (FL). 
No.9, Spring, 2009: “Emanuel Rudasill:  
Flag Bearer of the 16th North Carolina 
Infantry.”   Frederick Weiser (1935-2009). 
2009 Reunion planned for San Diego, CA.  
Hebron Lutheran Church in Madison, VA.  
44 known spellings of the Rudisill family 
name. Various Rudisill Family websites.  
No. 10, November 2009:  Review of San 
Diego Reunion.  Jacob A. Rudisill, Jr 
(1920-2010) of Charlotte.  Clarence A. 
Rudisill, MD. (1899-1963) of Tampa. 
Donald Kuhn (IN). Beth Rudisill ( NC).  
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(see Prior Newsletters p. 4) 
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John Rudisill: Southern Plantation Gentleman 
     One of the most prominent early ancestors of Hillyer Rudisill III was John Rudisill, 
son of Weyrick (Weiry) Rudisill II (1748-1808) who married his cousin Maria Elizabeth 
Rudisill (1759-1804).   
     John was born on September 29, 1783, presumably in NC and possibly in Gaston 
Co.  
      Family lore relates that John walked from NC to GA with money sewed into the 
lining of his clothes and dressed like a tramp to prevent being molested. He was able 
to purchase land in Hancock City, Powelton County, GA and accumulate 

                                                         .         
.  The original painting was rescued from the basement of Edmund Daniel Rudisill by 
Mary Rudisill Trippe who passed it on to her daughter, Anne Trippe Moon. Several 
years ago, the original painting was shown in an exhibition of works by John Maier at 
the High Museum in Atlanta.    

 

Prior Newsletters  (from p. 3) 

No. 12, December, 2011: “14 Rudisills Fought 

in the Battle of Gettysburg.”   Bequest by 

Stephen C. Rudisill to Gettysburg College. 

Richard C. Rudisill (1932-2011), photography 

historian (NM).  “Recognition to Jerry Dietz.”                

No. 13, December, 2012: “Ida Rudisill 
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John A. Rudisill (1820-1901).” “Ernest Rudisill.”   

“The 1905 Emanuel Rudisill Family Reunion.” 

No. 14, December, 2013: “1896 Home on 
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Etowah, NC.   “Sarah Thomas” (1905-1976).” 

“[Helen Rudesill’s] Super Pound Cakes Raise 

$7,000.” 2013 Reunion celebrates Ted 

Rudisill’s 90th birthday.        

No. 15, December, 2014: “Glenn Rudacille 

(1929-2014):  Coach, Teacher.”  2015 Reunion 

planned for Ypsilanti, MI.  1896 House featured 

in new book: Diedrich Rulfs.  “Tribute to Anna 

Rae Rudacille White: 1927-2014.”   Weiser’s 

Fraktur Collection at Winterthur Museum.    

No. 16, December, 2015: “Tribute to Richard 

Erle Rudisill, III.” Itinerary for 2016 Reunion. 

2015 Dearborn Reunion hosted by Al and Jan 

Rudisill.  “Romeo & Juliet Cake: Old Rudisill 

Recipe.”  Charles L. Rudasill, MD (1890-1938).  

Clifford F. Rudesill (1924-2015). 

No. 17, June, 2016: “The Argyle:  A Special 

Place in San Antonio.”  Final Itinerary and 

Registration Form for 2016 Reunion.  A 

Dialogue Begun for A Merger.  

No 19, December, 2019:  Dialogue Ended: 

Letter from Ted Rudisill. “Rudisill Family Home 

for over 100 Years.” Harriet Hunt Carroll is 

Board Member.  Joyce McIntyre Rudisill (1920-

2017). “Memories of Joyce.”  Ted Rudisill 

organized first trip to Sax, Switzerland (May, 

1995). 

 

some wealth as a plantation owner.     
  He married Mary Butler (1791-1844) 
who was from a prominent Middle-
Georgia family.  It is said that Mary 
Butler Rudisill was an Episcopalian but 
converted to the Baptist Church and 
had some of their slaves baptized into 
that denomination in a plantation pond.   
     John and Mary had nine children:  
Margaret, Susan, Edmund, John Jr, 
Nancy, Mary, James, and Franklin.  
John died on December 16, 1854. 
      An oil portrait of him was painted in 
1844 by John Maier that is still in the 
family.  Hillyer’s cousin, Emily Bealer 
Calhoun, had two oil copies made of it 
in the 1940s and gave one to Hillyer’s  
ffather and kept one for herself 
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